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FUNERAL SERMON 


Upon the much lamented DEATH of 


Collonel EDWARD COOK , &c. 


—— —  — 
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Revelations, 14. 13. 


T heard awvoice fron Heaven, a ying unto me, Write, Bleſſed are the 
Dead which die in the Lord from henceforth 3 yea, ſaith the Spi- 
rit, that they may reſt from their labours, and their works do fol- 


low then. 


bles , and in the Common Service of our Church for the 
burial of the dead ; though different in words, yet are 
the ſame in ſenſe; for let the particle «m7 be ſpoken ei- 
ther in Compoſtion or DisjunFion; place iteither at the beginning 
or end of the propolition,to which it moſt emphatically belongs z 


T'* two ſeveral readings of this Text,in our E-gliſh Bi- 


nevertheleſs, it will have the fame fignification or importance in 


the ſcope and meaning of the words: And as for that other 
ſeeming difference , one Tranflation of the particle ivz being , 
that they may; the other, for they do reſt from their Labours 3 
there is, 1n truth, no real difference at all, but only fo far,as one 
and the ſame thing may be rightly ſtiled, ether a good effe# or a 
proſperons event, | 

This Categorical Aſſertion, that the dead are bleſſed; proceeding 
from the cozmard or impulſe of the Spirit,is the firſt thing which 
here offers it ſelf, and worthily beſpeaks a ſerious obſervation z 


which may the rather expect a favourable Audience, as well for . 
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the great Improbability thereof, whilſt Men of all forts have 
itching Ears after novelties z as for the good tidings which it 
brings of eternal happineſs; for that isindeed the mark at which 
all Men level their affeftions, though too too many do fooliſhly 
nuſtake an looſe their aim : Upon this account St. Pax! may, 
'tis like, be. much encountred, as he was of old, with ſome Sto- 
icks and Epicureans of our evil days, accuſed and condemned al- 
ſo for a Babler, a Setter forth of ſtrange DoFrine ;, becauſe he 
Preacheth unto them a ſtate of Bliſs, and everlaſting life, in the 
very gatcs of Death 3 for at firſt hearing , 'tis a Paradox incre- 
dible, tcdions and irkfome to fleſh and bloud, contrary to the 
natural Sentiments of meer human Reaſer, to the tendency of a! 
Creatures, and alſo to the received principles of true Phzloſophy 3 
for by thoſe principles, enforc'd with common experience, it is 
every where obſerved, that ſelf preſervation is the continual en- 
.deavour, and one chief cnd of all things in the World ; nay, the 
firſt principles of Rel:gior it ſelf do ſeem to countenance and a- 
bet the Charge ; for death was firſt of all threatned, afterwards 
anflicted upon Adam, and all his Offfprine, as a puniſhment for 
- their ſin, a curſe only due becauſe of their Tranſereſſion 5 For as 
by oue Man Sin enired into theWorld,and Death by Sin, ſo Death paſ- 
fed upon all Mer, for that all bad ſinned; and therefore 'tis affirmed, 
. That Chriſt;hath Redeemed us and all mankind fron the curſe of the 
Law, being himſelf madea Curſe for ns : And that was compleatly 
done, when he fulfilled theLaw by his harrging oz aTrce;being obe- 
dient unto Death, even the ſhamful death of the Croſs, wounded 
for our Tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for qur Iniquitics. 

The Romaniſts, to my beſt remembrance, are ingenious 
even. to that impious contradiftion of applauding Auars 
travigreſſion , for its happineſs, in diflerving ſuch a migh- 
ty Ranſom, that no Sacrifice, but only the Son of God hin- 
iclf, could any way redeex the Criminal , and expiate tor his 
gilt. O felix Culpa ! Que talem ac tantuxz habere meriit Redenipto- 
rex - It would ſurely better become us all, ſadly to bewai: our 
{clves, and imprecate with indignation. the malicious nature of 


* the fat, which hath deſerved fo great and ſevere a Judgment 3 


{0 
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fo ternible indeed, that (without infinite Mercy) ſhould have 
rendred all mankind obnox1ous to the diſmal Curſe, both of Tem- 
poral and Xternal Death, beyond all hopes of any mitigation 
and releaſes 3 and certainly, be the Scene laid whereit will, ei- 
ther in the bottorrleſs pit or no lower then the Grave; each part 
will be very tragical, grievous and full of horrour ; thereis no 
queſtion to be made. (as Origer did once, in favour of the De- 
z'#1s themſelves) concerning the perpetual and inſufferable pains 
of Hel/; as comprizing all the torments, which an Onmpotent 
angry God 1s able to bring about , or immortal Souls can poſl1- 


fl 


bly ſuſtain 3 for in the Scripture language, it is the vengeance of Je 5. 


Eternal Fire and Everlaſting puniſhment, prepared for the Devil and 


Mat. 25. 
41, 46. 


his Angels ; In this reſpe&t Almighty God is termed a confining ifaiah 32. 
Fire, and his Judgment upon all impenitent Siriners, are ſet forth '* 


in thoſe lively, but fearful Emblems, devouring Flames and ever- 
laſting Burnings ; nor yet is even the firſt kind of death,” how- 
ever common both to the righteous and'the wicked; a"thing 
much to be defired , but rather avoided 5 were it-not for the 
bleſſed hope of a future , enduring and more happy ſtate; for 
doubtleſs tis a bitter Potion, a Cupof Wrath, being the wages 
of Sin, ſharper than a twocdged Sword, more piercing and co- 
roſive to the vital Spirits, then Vinegar and'Gall : And althongh 
ſome heathens have been - highly vaſyed by themſelves and o- 
thers, for their brutiſh, and almoſt ſenſeleſs contempt of. Death, 
running firſt out of their wits and afterwards of their lives, yet 
Ariſtotle paſled a better judgment on it , more like a Philoſo- 
pher and a ſober Man, when he termed it the frightfalleſt of all 
Evils, or the King of Terrovurs : And certainty it isno ſinall trou- 
ble and vexation of heart , when as Chriſt himſelf, in the ſub- 
ſtance of. our mortal fleſh,toucht with feeling of our Infirmities, 
hath left it on Record,as one part of thoſe bitter Agomes, which 
preceedec his Crucifixion ; for, notwithſtanding is erfect 1n- 
nocency being altogether freeifrom fin ; yet he prayed earneſtly 
three times in the ſame words: That if it were po{[ſuble,that Cup might 
paſs fron him 5 1nſomuch that nothing elſe but a filial obedience 
and ſubmutſton to the good will of his Heavenly Father, coule 

wake 
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make him drink itwithont relu&ancies and regret 3 from which 
paſſage two things are eaſily Collected (1) the certain truth of 
our Saviours manhood,with the.malignity of fin,that could make 
ſo pure a ſoul exceeding forrowful even to death 3 atd (2) the 
truth and reality likewiſe of his Godhead ; for, without all per- 
adventures, 1t was that alone which enabled him to refiſt and 
withſtand all the Powers of darkneſfs,even to bloud ; that was it 
which baffled all the Temptations of the Devil and the World, 
confuted all the oppoſitions raiſed by ſenſe,from the luſtsand af- 
fetionsof human fleſh, and made ſtiff nature yield and ſubmit 
her ſelf to God. 
Seing now, That our merciful and faithful High-Prieſt hath 
*given up his Innocent, holy Soul an Offering , and a Sacrifice for 
all our Sins ,. by ſuffering that ignominious Death of the Croſs; 
and ſince he vicorioully routed all the Forces, and looſed all. 
the painsof Death and of Hell; trinmphing over them art his 
Reſurrection firſt, and Aſcenſion afterwards ; all true Chriſtians 
may,for that Cauſe, readily bcar a part in St. Pauls joyful *Emvizey 
_ or Song of Triumph compoſed, it ſeems, for thoſe very ſolemn 
Feſtivals-- O Death ! where 7s thy Sting > O Grave where is thy Vi- 
Fory £ And foraſtnuch as the Merits of Chriſt , the ſecond A- 
dam, are as mighty toſave Mankind, as the Tranſgreftion ofthe 
firſt was powerful to condemn ; we may repeat the ſame words 
again,with comfort of hope, and in full afſurance of our Faith, 
in a cheerfulEccho to that heavenly Voice 3 Bleffed are the dead * 
which dye in the Lord from henceforth 5 even ſo ſaith the Spirit 5 for 
they reſt from their Labours , and their Works do : follory them. 
Theſe Words do plainly contain two general Parts. (1. The 
firſt Part is a perfect, expreſs and affirmative Propoſttion;where- 
1 is peremptorily afferted z The blefied, unalterable State of all 
thoſe Men , who depart hence in the Lord -- Blej5e4 are” the dead 
which dye in the Lord ; or. according to the Grammatical Order 
of the Words, The dead which dye in the Lord are bleſſed. (2.) 
The Second general Part affords the ſtrongeſt Reaſons imagina- 
ble to prove and confirm the aforefaid Afdertion; This Confr- 


mation thereof is twofold : (1.) From the beſt Authority that 
may 


CE 


may besfor 'tis evidenced by the moſt infalhbleTeſtimony of the 
bleſſed Spirit, full of Grace and of Truth - (2.) From Rea- 
ſon , which is double 3 The dead which die in the Lord are bleſſed. 
(1.) Becauſe, They reſt from their Labourss, and (2.) Becauſe their 
Works do follow then. 

For the clearer manifeſtation of the Truth now laid before 
us, in the Method and Demonſtration of the Spirit 3 the Terms 
of the Propoſition would be firſt of all explained in our An- 


ſwers to theſe two Queſtions : (1.) What fort of men they be. 


which the Spirit reckons to be dead in the Lord ? And (2.) What 
is here undcrſtood by their being Bleſſed £ To the 1. Queſtion, 
What ſort of Menthey be, which the Spirit reckons to be dead 
in the Lord ; Our Anſwer is briefly thus: They are ſuch Men as 
havenot lived unto Themſelves, nor to the World; but like 
Strangersand Pilgrimsupon Earth, having their Converſations 
and Heartsin Heaven 3 That have mortityed the Fleth with its 
Aﬀections and Luſts z being renewed intheSpirit of their Mind: 
That have truly repented of all their Sms, and fubduedall the 
proud, high Thoughts of their carnal minds, m Obedience to 
Chriſt 5 That have reſiſted and repelled the Devil in all his At- 
tempts,cither by ſecret Suggeſtions,or with open Force,and have 
likewiſe renounced and overcome the World, with all its Ad- 
herents, Pomps and Vanities. Now this Victory, which all true 
Chriſtians muſt obtain, both over Themſelves,the Devil and the 
World , before they can dye in the Lord, is not otherwiſe to be 
gained, than by ſincere, unfeigned Repentance, manifeſt in all 
the Duties of ſelf-denyal and mortification, a lively , perſeve- 


ring Faith in Chriſt, and a conſtant,hearty (thongh not perfect) 


Obedience to Gods Holy Commandments. And ſeeing the beſt 
Men living are not able to perform that intire and exact Obedi- 
ence, which the Law requires at their hands, tomakethem ap- 
pear juſtifyed 1n the ſight of a righteous, holy God ; being jud- 
ved of him, according to their own Works, but «profitable Ser- 
vants 5 whoſoever thinks to depart thisLife in Peace with God, 
with conſolation to themſelves,muſt loath,dete{tand abhor their 


All 


paſt Wickednels, like pious Job, in duſt and aſhes ; and, with.S. J > :: 


Pail 
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Paul, caiFoff the polluted rags of their own imperfe? Righteouſneſs 


according to the Law 5, to put on Chriſt by Faith , an4 be found at 


ff in the white robes of his Righteouſneſs , that was made per fect 
ws 


ongh Sufferings. And, theres no doubt, butthoſe Men , who 
thus live unto theLord, by faith and perſeverance in good works, 
even unto their end, may be ſure of dying fotoo 3, becauſe they 
have diſcharged their whole duty, fo far as to render it an ac- 
ceptable ſervice unto-God, by Jeſus Chriſt : tor having ſo duly 
teſtified both Repentance towards God, and Faith, working by 
Love in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 3 they become thereby juſtifyed, 
and obtain'their peace and Reconciliation with God : Where- 
upon they may ſafely caſt the Anchor of their Hope on the pro- 
miſes,whichGod once made unto their Fathers,and ther depart 71: 


peace according to. his word,in full aſſurance of an happyReſirre&j- 


on fromthe Dead;And having this hope, what ſhall hinder Men 
from ſpending all their time , their care and pains, mexerting 
vigoroully the powers and faculties of their Souls ;' to purihe 
themſelves from all filthineſs of the Fleſh and of the World, thar 
ſo they may grow ſtill in Grace, perfe&ting Holineſs'in the fear 
of God ? As the chaſed Heart pants after the Water Brook ; fo 
theſe refined Spirits being wearied ard heavy laden , with all the 
frailties of their own Fleſh, tempted by Satan, ' hated and per- 
ſecuted by the World, pant and groan earneſtly for deliverance, 
breathe and are athirſt for their appearing before the preſence 
of God's where Mortallity ſhall be ſwallowed up of Life. 
To the ſecond Queſtion, what is hereunderſtood by their be- 
ing Bleſſed ; who die thus in the Lord ? You may takethis ve- 
ry plain, yet appolite, Solution ; notwithſtanding Mens opini- 
ons about their Felicity, preſent, or to come, have been as dif- 
ferent, numerous and 1rrational ; as concerning their very Gods 
themſelves; becauſe one doth naturally prefuppoſe and infer 
the other ; Felicity being nothing elſe bnt a cloſe intimate Fruz- 


tion of God, 1n the notion of an Allſiifficient, Immenſe Being, 


that is abſojutely good of himſelf, and in his Nature, ' and rela- 
tively to03 being the Fountain of all the goodneſs and pefet- 
on'that can be met with, ' amoneſt all the Creatures and 'Work- 
manſhip 


(TY 
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manſhip of his hands) yet , according to the common uſe and 
import of the word, there have been always two things impli- 
ed ; Firſt, a deliverance from evil,and then a poſſeſſion of ſome- 
thing which, is good :; And with regard unto the many kinds of 
good or evil,, which may befal the Sons of Men ; either in this 
preſent Life, or in that which is to come, ſo their happineſs or 
miſery doth both encreaſe and multiply: And becauſe every Man 
is naturally compounded of the Fleſh and Spirit ; of an immortal 
Soul united with;an earthly fading Body 3 which nevertheleſs 
are by. Gods infinite Power, made capable of Life Eternal , in 
diſpight of Death or Hell it {elf ; therefore he may be counted. .- 
happy, (1) In reſpect of this preſent world, and (2) with relati- 
on to the next, and thereupon Mans happineſs may be conlider- 
ed, *eithes as it is Temporal or Eternal : Thoſe Temporal, and 
Farthly Bleſtings, which are but Oy good or profitable 
atito Men; that are Creatures made for Eternity.z Philoſophers 
have drawn out upon their Ethick Schems,into-the diſtin& parts 
of, bona Arimi, bona Corporis, & bona Fortune ; thefirſt rank of 
theſeerroneoully ſtiled Beatitudes areproperly ſeated inthe Soul; 
the ſecond pertain eſpecially 'to the Body, but thelaſt are the 
Poor Largeſles of blind chance, the treacherous Doxatives of de- 
ceitful, unconſtant Fortune : They are all ſummed up in three 
words, Honour, Profit and Pleaſure 3 which hke Cyphers can 
fgnifie nothing by themſelves,and yet will enhanſe our Accounts 
at the General Audit; according as they have been. ſuperadded 
for the good nſe and improvement of better Talents; but after 
all, St. EF the Divine wr" fey, hath ſet a true Gloſs upon that 2 J9Þ"- 2- 
falſe Text; by comprizing all that is in the World,underthe luſt * ” 
of the Fleſh, the luſt of the Eyes, and the pride of Life : And 

then, for the confuſion of all vain Philoſophers and wretched 
Mifcreants,who fixtheir affe&ions and all their happineſs on-ſuch 

pittitul empty things. He concludes they be not of the Father, 

but of the World, that paſleth away together with all the Va- 
mtiesand Luſts thereof And whar Men having but fo'much'rea- 
fon,as to know themſelves and their eternal Intereſts , can-be ſo 

very. Bratiſh-ut the great buſine( of Religion-z or ſo carcke6'of 

| > their 
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their own precious and unmortal Souls; as to ſet up ſuch groſs 
and ridiculous Idols in their Hearts ; to fall down, worlhip and 
ſerve the Creature.inſtead of their Creatour,that is God, Blci{led 
for ever ? Do not thoſe unreaſonable Men excecdingly deceive 
their own Souls; who truſt in their uncertain Riches,and foolihly 
vaunt 1n thoſe very things, that periſh evenin their nſe,and will 
certainly come to naught ? Arethey not the moſt abſurd Idola- 
ters 1n the World, that make thar own. Belly their God 2 Who 
ſacrifice to their own proud unaginations;and ambitioully, court 
other folks, for the vaniſhing breath of popular applauſe? Are 
any Men {o mad or beſide themſclves,as they bezwho count their 
happineſs more or leſs, bythe numbers of ther Flocksand Heards, 
thar large Ficlds and full Coffers 2 Or as others,who-forſake the 
living and only truc'Codzand place all their Devotion upon the 
Service of their own Luxurious Tables, 'and that, 'fornv better 
end;but only the pampering of thoſe fleſhlyLuſts,that war againſt 
their Souls ? Believe it, ſuch worldly carnal. Wiſdom is but Fao- 
Iiſhneſs with God 3 1tis not from aboye,but.from beneath it is 
earthly; ſenſual, devillith, ablurd and: irrational in its nature;de- 
ſtrudive and pernicious int its-end : Foran ſhort, Riches may be 
kept unto the'owners hurt 5 becauſe they can yield no real-con- 
tent or ſatisfaction, but are the canſe of much trouble and yexa- 
tion of ſpirit;both 1n their perſwit and fruition too : Far as they 
will not ſuffer the greedy wretch to ſleep or take his reft;{othey 
wall certainly, one time or other make themſelves wings, and fly 
away. | | | 

. What confidence alſo can-be reaſonably fixed upon'the ſtron- 
geſt Arin of Human Fleſh? Whar true; joy, what comfort can a- 
riſe from Gorgeous Apparel,cvcnto.Crqwnsand'Scepters,Purple 


Robes and precious Jewels, with a numerous train of obſequious 


hungry Servants , wherein lics the dehght and plealure-of: the 
riotous Livers, which are trucly. burdens to-the Common» wealth, 
and allo to themſelves; being loadenwith their (Sins/and; rmſcries 
at ONce 3 baving their Brains beſotteg ,, and their! whole bodies 
mtc&ted. with diſcaſe and ſurfeit, ' fromphedpoils. of farure and 


-tpperics of art ? For, whenthoſe voluptuartes hayefnduſtriovt- 


CE 14 ) | 
'Iy ranſackt all the Elements for the nouriſhment of their luſts ; 
having drawn up ſeveral courſes in rank and file,and made their 
affaults againſt the works of nature and of Art, with fierce and 
keen Appetites 3 ruſhing like wild Horſes into the Battle,and en- 
gaging all before them, like thofe old Azdebate; blindfold, with- 
out either fear or wit; it hath often come to pals, the maſt un- 
fatiableAſlſailantshave been wounded ſhamefully with their owu 
Weapons : The preſerving remedies of Health and Life were 
_ turned into themolſt unhappy Inſtruments of Sickneſsunto-Death, 
in ſpight of Nature and of God himſelf, their Tables were be, 
come ſnares unto them 3 and thoſe very things that ſhould have 
been for their wealth, were unnaturally miſuſed for theſad occa- 
ſions of their fall. 

There now remains, of all things under the Sun, but only one 
Bleſling more, that hath any pretcnce at all tothe preſent or fu- 
ture happineſs of Mankind ; namely, the rare endowments both 
of intellectual and moral habits 3 which at.once enrich and a- 
dorn our Souls. Theſe were the beſt means, whereby the Philoſo- 
phers ever dreamt of attaining happmels, with all there pains and 
ſtudies : But though knowledge and morality be two Pearls of 
no ſmall price, even with Chriſtians; and are both difhcult in 
their acquiſitions, requiring the moſt accurate endeavours of our 
Hearts and Heads,and alſo very profitable in their uſe, being the 
moſt likely means for gaining that happineſs which is in truth 
our end; yettbeſe things are in{ufficienct of therſelves,till quick- 
ned by the warm influences of Gods Holy Spirit. For the ſub- 
tleſt Polititians, the moſt profound Scholars in the World,could 
never come up tothe knowledge of the Truth, or of Goudsre- 
conciling the World unto himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt; with all their, 
otherwiſe excellent abilitics,void of Divine Grace; for the Ge- 
tiles, or meerly natural men , receive not thoſe deep things. of 
God, which are focliſtneſs unto them; neither can they know 
them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, For the fame rea- 
{on, the moſt learned Rabbies amongſt the Jews alſo, lived igno- 
rant of thoſe obſcure myſterieswhich lay hid in Chriſt;notwith- 


{ſtanding that unto them were committed the firſt written Ele- 
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ments of Religion, thoſe choice Oracles of God; for had they 
known the great myſtery of Godlineſs in ChriftJeſtrs,they would 
not have crucified the Lord of Life and Glory. Wherefore it 1s 
manifeſt,that neither Jews nor Gentiles 5 remaining ſtill ignorant 
of Chriſt, and his Goſpel ; conld bemade wiſe unto Salvation : 
For, This indeed is Life Eternal,that they may know thee,the only true 
God and Jeſus Chriſt , whom thou haſt ſent : And no Man knoweth 
who the $91 3s but the Father, and who the Father is but the Son, and 
he to whom the Son will reveal hizr. Fromm hence tis plain, That 
Mans eternal Redemption from the jaws of death; his peace and 
reconciliation with God in Chriſt Jeſus, could never have beer 
diſcovered by the wiſe Men or Princes of this World,that come 
to naught 3 but meerly by the demonſtration of the Spirit and 
Power of God ; as it 1s revealed in the Goſpel. - And fince the 
Gofpel hath alone declared and exhibited Remiſſion of Sins,by 
theDeath andPaſſion of an Holy Jeſus;who gave hisLite a Ranſom 
and a Propitiation for the ſins of the wholeWorld :This conclufi- 
on follows immediately thereupon, that no moral Philoſophers 
among. the Gertiles, with all their very good and commendable 
precepts, nor any the ſtraighteſt Sefts amongſt the Jews, with all 
their external Rites and Ceremonies, and their exacteſt skill and 
obſervance of the Moſaic Laws,could therewith appear juſtified 
before God; or beconſequently Blefled 3 for briefly,thoſealone 
are truly Bleſſed,whoſe Dofordſions are forgiven, whoſe Sins are co- 
verd, and St. Paul interprets Almighty Gods non-itnputation of 
our Iniquities, Tranſgreſſions and Sins to be the ready .way for 
Bleſſedneſs; the moſt effectual means of being accounted Righ- 
teous, rather by Faith in Chriit, then by the deeds of the Law. 

It appearsnow, That every man at his very beſt Eſtate this 
mortal Life, is altogether Vanity; no better to be accounted of 
in the greateſt affluence of worldly Goods, than the fading 
Grafs, or Flower of the Field ; For he withereth as Graſs, and like 
the Flower thereof, He quickly falleth away : for all his Wealth and 


Riches cannot poſſibly fave him from Death 3 or, in the leaſt,re- 


deem his miſerable Soul from the deſtroying hand of Hell. The 


Crown ſhall then be taken from the proud Monarchs Head, his 
Honour 


—— 
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Honour laid in the Duſt, and his fatted Carcaſs lamentably fall 
a Prey to Putrefaction,Stench and rottenneſs : Then his feeble, 
macerated Soul will be freed, it's true, from the weight of his a- 
bominable Fleſh ; but loaded ſtill with his Tranſgreſſions 3 For 
ſhe muſt appear in that, inſtantly before the Judgment Seat of 
God , and recerve herendleſs doom , either of Bliſs,or miſery, 
proportionable to the Works done of her in the Body 5 whether 
it be good or bad. In that horrible Day of Retribution, where- 
withal may the Wiſe, the Scribe and the Diſputer of this World 
appear? For their Wiſdomand their Knowledg will becounted 
Madneſs, their Laughter will be then exchanged into Mourn- 
ing, and their Mirth for Heavineſs : If they boaſt of Propheſies 
they ſhall fail ; If they plead their Skill in Tongues, they ſhall 
ceaſe 3, and,if Knowledg inall Arts and Sciences, it ſhall vaniſh 
away. But then, you! ask, what ſhall become of thofe Men at 
laſt, which have lived zealous, and ſtrict Obſervers of Moral 
Precepts contained in the Law , with a good Conſcience, both 
towards God and Man? May not their good Lives 1n this pre- 
ſent World aſlure them of Bleſledneſs in the next ? Will not their 
Obedience to Gods Commands in the Law of Moſes-afford them 
a juſt and full Title to the Promiſe? For, however tt be true, 
That Faith or Knowledg cannot fave any Man, withont good 
Works, being dead and alone ; yet when it is made perfect, in 
bringing forth wholeſom Fruits, worthy of Repentance ,. are 
| gr Perſons thereby juſtifyed,in Gods Account,and ſo bleſ- 
— |&d in their Deed ? For not the Hearers of the Law are juſt be- 
fore God, but the Doers of the Law ſhall be juſtifyed ; and, 
Chriſt himſelf hath ſaid , That, if ye know theſe things, happy are 
ye, if you do them; where,. it ſcems., Obedience joyned with 
Faith or Knowledg has the Promiſe of. Eternal Felicity with 
Gold in the Kingdom of Heavenz which Poſition 1s not {> ſtrang 
a thing , as true, being frequently delivered as well in the Got- 
pel, as in the Law. | 

For anſwer to this very plauſible Objection, we muſt needs 
take notice of a conliderable difference between Legal and E- 


vangclical Diſpenſationsz and,that, under the firſt, nothing elſe, 
| but 


FO 
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but only perfef, mtire Obedience,evento the finalleſt Jot,or Tit- 
tle of the Law,could ever acquitMen from the guilt of its Trant- 
oreſſfion; or afterwards reſcue them from the Curfe :. Gzrſed be 
he that confirmeth not all the Words of this Law, to do them: And 
although St.Parlquotes the ſame Text,as if it were of like force 
under the Goſpel too; however tis obſcrvable , that he makes 
ufe of it, witha ſpecial Eye to Chriſt 3 whoſe Obedience to the 
Law, both Active,in that he did the will of his Father, without ſin; 
and likewiſe paſſive, i ſuffering the full Viols of wrath,on behalf 
of the Tranſgreſlors, was moſt perfect, and intire 1n every par- 
ticular: For which cauſe, Men are now to be juſtifyed, not by 
the Deeds of the Law,but merely through free Grace,and a live- 
ly Faith in Chriſt Jeſus 5 and their Faith mult be ſhewed in their 
good Works , notas the meritorious Caufe of their Acceptance 
with God, but as the genuine effects, the {igns and ſymptoms, to- 
kens and witneſſes of the ſincerity of their hearts,and the Truth 
of their Belief : So that, you ſee,Faith mn Chriſt, and Obedience 
to Moral Precepts are both of them indiſpenſable D»tzes,incum- 
bentupon all Chriſtians, even under this Oeconomy of the Goſ- 
pel, according to the molt rigid Interpretation of the Law, that 
1senlarged by Chriſt, unto the very Thoughts and Intentions of 
our Hearts, with the fame Curſe retained {till becauſe of its 
Franſpgreſſion , whetherin thought, word or decd; howbeit 
there isreferved a full Treaſure of Grace , not in the merits of 
Saintsor Angels, but in Chriſt's abſolute Righteouſneſs ; neither 
at Roxze,but in the Court of Heaven 3 to perfect and fill up our 
inevitable Failings and Impertedtions. For, according to that Pa- 
rable in the 17th. of St.Lxkes Goſpel, the profeſſed Servants of 
Chriſt areſtritly bonnd for to perſorm all his Commandements; 
and yet, having done at laſt all they can, they muſt never think 
of pleading their own Deſerts ; but with meekneſs and lowli- 
neſs of mind,acknowledg themſelves Ozprofitable Servants : And 
whatſoever becomes the final recomaggyſe of Reward, be ſure to 
give Almighty God AU the Praiſe lory,thatGod ir all things 
may be glorifyed through Jeſns Chriſt our Lord. 


Our 


(15) All 
Our Anfiverto the Queſtion hath been hitherto Negative ; 
by ſhewing, T hat many things(which are goodenough and con- 
venient in their kind, but not abſolutely ſich, being Evil inex- 
ceſs) are therefore ineffectual means for compaſling that happy 
Deſign, whichall men would gladly propoſe unto themſelves. 
Now 'tis very certain, That our adequate, real and laſting Hap- 
pineſs conliſteth not in thoſe mundane, tranſitory Goods, that 
we poſlcſs : Becauſe this World.and all that isin it, (ball oneday 
be diſſolved 3 whereas our Souls are of more enduring ſubſtance 
to FO for ever.. Upon which ground the Poct hath truly 
al, y- 
——altima ſemper 
ExpeZFanda dies homini ef ;, dicique beatus 
Ante obitum Nemo, ſupremaque funera debet. 


The Roman Oratour is quoted alſo by” LaZFarntins ; who con- | | 
curs with himin the ſame Opinion *; nay, St. Paw himſelf hath 77% 
told us, That,if in this Life only there is hope in Chriſt ; his faith- premium 
ful Diſciples are the moſt miſerable Creatures in the World. So wn: 
then, all that happineſs, which the dead 1n the Lord enjoy,or the nd Pn 
Livmg hope for,cannot poſſibly fall out in this World, but is pe- p/ mo- 
culiar to the next: For, at preſent, as King Soloroz hath rightly T7 
found by good Experience : All things here come alike for all mens guit Fomi- 
there is one Event happens indifferently both to the righteous 7 (*4 44 
and thewicked; both to the clean and unclean 3 to him that ſa- Sn” 
crificeth,and him that ſacrificeth notzas is the good.ſo is the ſin- 1irirS-n. 
ner ; and hethat ſweareth , as hethat feareth an Oath, ns 

Hereupon, we may reſolve with confidence, That Almignty 
God , righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his Works, hath 
appointed .a certaiday, known beſt unto himſelf, wherein be 
will jn4g the world in Rightconſneſs., and make ſuch a notable D;/* 

* Crimination betwixt the righteous and the wicked 3 that all forts 
of Men will be forc'd (fome with gladneſs of heaxt,othcrs with 
{ſhame and ſorrow) to. confels : Verity thercis 4 by + for the righ- 
rcons'; doubtleſs, there is God, that judgeth the Earth. And that | 
Reward 1s, no doubt, an everlaſting State of infinite, incompre- 2 
/ heni1 le - | 


(C.-26 ) | 
henſible Felicities, which bleſſed and happy State confiſteth, as 
far as mortals are able to conceive it 3 Firſt in a full and certain 
deliverance for all kinds of evils and miſchiefs ; whether it be 
Sins or Judgments 3 whether Tribulations in this World,or Hel] 
torments in the next : To the which very joyful deliverance , 
there naturally ſucceeds in the ſecond place, a compleat endleſs 
enjoyment of all imaginable good , of goodneſs it ſeIf;' being 
even the Beatifick Viſton of God,faceto face,in the higheſt Hea- 
vens; where there is joy unſpeakable and full of Glory. 

The(1)thing implyed inour being for ever bleſſed,in the day 
of our death, is a deliverance from evil--According as Men take 
their courſeat preſent, either in Viceor Vertue; ſo life or death 
eternaLineffable happineſs or miſery, will be made their end here- 
after : And as it isone part of moral-vertnes,to ſhun the fair and 
flattering appearances of Sin ; ſo to be void of Miſery. will be 
their firſt ſtept to future happineſs, and a deliverance out of the 
Chains of darkneſs,the next way to the glorious Liberties of the 
Sons of God, in their inheritance with the Saints in Light : Now 
thisdeliverance whereby Sinners are pluckt as Firebrands,out of 
devouring Flames , will be fo full and compleat,as tis poſſible - 
For the deadin the Lord are abſolutely freed (1) from theguilt, 

'the polution and dominion of all Sin 3 that is the greateſt and 
firſt evil that ever came into the World ; for every Creature of 
God is good, and (in 1s naturally bad, being direGly repugnant 
both to the nature and attributes of a Juſt and Holy God, that 
is the circumference of all conceivable goodneſs, and the very 
Center of all happineſs and perfection: Whatſoever then deprives 
Men of Gods Bleſſing , in his gracious and favourable counte- 
nance, is an abpminable evil and a dreadful curſe to boot ; o- 
dious in the pure Eyesof God, and moſt injurious to themſelves : 
And if theproper effec of Sin be nothing leſs then etcrnal death 
and niſery,by the rule of contraries,a freedom from {in is a ſure 
preparative to the futare happineſs of our Souls, 1n everlaſting 

Life : For take away the true cauſe, and its natural effe&t will 

preſently fall of 1ts own accord ; ceaſe from Sin firſt, and then 

* ſure, neither the Law , nor Death, nor Hell can have any 

| Power 
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power over you;therefore,eſchew evi ,and be ſill doing that which is good» - 
| ſo ſhall you be for ever bleſſed in the recompence of your deeds : blciled, 
| as ro the firſt part of your deliverance, from that intettious evil of Sin : 
and alfo; from the ſecond, that is the ſore evil of puniſhment ; fo grievous 
indeed, that no m2n could ever expreſs the pains thereof, bur only chuſe 
who feel then ; and fave learned the woful e:perience of their paſt wick- 
ednels, trom their prefent miſGies : how lamentable a thing it is for men 
to ſerve their own luſts, and pleafures, when they ſhould honour, and 0- 
bey their God, 
It is one part of Gods happineſs, that he cannot (in; and it*s no ſmall 
portion of ours, that after we have ſinned, we caft find a way to eſcape 
the puniſhment - ſr is Gods perfection, that his nature is invulnerable :; 
and it's one degree towards our own, that our wounds ate capable of a 
cure... Now the malady which all Fnnets contra@t upon themſelves by 
their own defaults, is a complicate diſeaſe, made up of all. evils in the 
world;: that is, their guilt, and the puniſhment thereof, which laſt thing is 
really the leſſer evil of the two : becauſe itis but Relatively ſich in reſpect 
of thoſe perſons upon whom it is inflicted. For, puniſhment abſolutely 
conlfider?d, is not evil, but rather good ; becauſe Chriſt himſelf would 
have been found evilty by ſuffering : and ſo the Courſe of Sin muſt have 
PtSceeded: ir 5nfinitum, or without end : Nay, God' the Father ſhould 
have paſsd for the firſt Cauſe; and Author of Sin - becauſe he hath or- 
dained the evil of puniſhment, making his only Sorv to be ſi for us; who 
knew no fin, that we might be made the righteoufneſs of God in tfim : 
The Prophet Ames demands therefore in this very Senſe, no doubt. [s there Amos 3-6. 
evilin 4 City, and the Lord hath not deneit ? And God hath ſaid of himfelf, 
by themouth of another Prophet,” 7 form the Dight, and create Darkneſs ; Jer. 45+ 7- 
I make Peace and create evil, I the Lord do nll theſe things : And again, *tis 
plainly ſpoke to the ſame effect, that when God ſaw the Nrmevires return 
from their evil ways, or ſinful courſes, he compaſſionarely repented of that b 
evil, or puniſhment, which he before had threatned, and hedid-'it not - — 
vpon which words, cis obſerved by St. Ferom, that evil, which God hath [- matum; 
ſometimes only threatned againſt his people : or elſe, brought actually to ſed malun 
paſs, is not evil in its nature, and of it ſelf, but meerly with regard unto videtur. 
thoſe perfons which feel the ſmart of it, and undergo the pains, arid an- = 
guiſh. Now, this brief account of the matter in hand will be found moſt | 
agreeable, and conſonant, both ro the nature of Almighty God : and-al- 
ſo to the general conceptionsof mankind; which are more vitible in the 
cotnmon practiſe of the World ; then with any fhew ef reaſon tobe de- 
nied : For it is daily ſeen, how much men do'love, and luſt after notoe 
rious Crimes: whereas they dread; and abhor the punifhments,: upon 
which groand, I dare fey, the Scaffold and Gallows do conduce almoſt as 
C much 
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:83cN ro ne peace and good orderol our ſtate, that we may lead quiet, and 
peaceable lives, in all godlineſs and horeſty,asFeven Religion it ielt: Be- 
cauſe, men for the moſt part, eſpecially the vulgar, live by ſenſe more 
then by Faith, and have better thoughts,' aad apprehenſ1ons of their pre- 
ſent lives, thenof any that is to come : Whence it proceeds for currant. 
- practice, that many perſons appear honeſt and upright in their dealings 
to the eye of the World, but are intruth very Knaves, Theives, and Mur- 
derers in their Hearts: From a deep ſenſe, and apprehenſion of the Judy- 
ment to come. Felix, we read, was very much d:\mayed, and fearfully 
trembled :* So that, an;aſſurance of enſuing puniſhment, makes the ſtour- 
eſt, and molt reſolved Malefactor to be Conſcious of their Crimes : and, 
though ſtolen Goods may be as ſixeet, as Honey to their Mouths, yet the 
ſight of a Tribunal pricks them to their hearts, and ſtrangely turns all their 
ſweets into gall, and wormwood : Ile give you but one inſtance of the 
preſent Caſe, ,our firſt parents had obſerved the forbidden Fruit, in the 
3d. of Geneſis, and the 6 Verſe, to. þe good tor food, pleaſanc alſo ro' their 
eyes, and very much to be.delired : whereupon, they never bogled at Gods 
poſitive Command, for the ſatisfaction of their ſenſitive luſts, and ap- 
petites : But then, perceiving themſelves to be wretched, and miſerable, 
becauſe of the tranſgreſſion, they were preſently ſurprized with horror, 
and confuſion of face: they were extreamly ſcared upon the {ight and 
preſence. of God, as.a moſt righteous, incenſed Judg, whom they had 
wickedly diſobeyed, asa tender, and loving Father. | 

And, ſeeing that we, their ſinful off ſpring, are all involved in the 

ailt, and liable alſo to the puniſhment of that firſt, and great cffence ; 
blefſed be the God, and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that he lefr us 
not in ſuch a deſperate condition ; but hath raiſed us up to the lively 
hope of a glorious Reſurrection from the Dead ,, bleſſed alſo be the Foun- - 
tain of all our deliverance, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; that Son of Righre- 
ouſneſs, which came down with healing under his Wings to vifit us, 
who ſate in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of death; and guide our feet 
into the way of peace; to redeem us from the hands of all our Enemies; 
and bleſs us with all Spiritual and Heavenly Bleſſings, together with 
himſelf in glory. 

Thts we come now:to conſider the Grounds, ard Reaſons ; which the 
Spirit hath fitted and [aid ready to our hand, for the defence, and confir- 
mation of. the Truth here afſerted; and conſequently for the building vp, 
and eſtabl:ſhing of us, and all Chriſtians, in our 'moft holy Faith : which 
Faith,and the good Fruits thereof, manifeited in a blameleſya7d holy cc n- 
verſation, would appear ſomewhat unreaſonable, and vain; of little; or 
none «f:{t; but only for the good aſſurance which God hath 'viven us of 
2 bleſſed, enduring ſubſtance ; in chat he: raiſed.up Jeſus from the dead ; 
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2nd hath exalted him, in our Nature, to the Throne of Heaven. 
The truth of our aſſertion, that the Dead in the Lord are bleſſed, 
{{ands unmoveable, and firmly fixt upon a double Baſis, viſible inthe very 
Letter of the Text the firlt is divine Revelation ; ordained purpoſely by 
God, for the confutation of focinians, and all other vainly conceited 
Sophiſters; who take upon them to meaſure, and weigh the profound Ar- 
ticles of our Chriſtian Faith, by the ſcant Line, the falſe Ballance of their 
own corrupted Reaſons ; Bleſſed are the Dead, that die in the Lord; even 
ſo ſaith the Spirit : And, becauſe the Eommand here laid upon Saint Fehr 
was to Write that ſaying, as from Heaven ; or, imprint the ſame in legi- 
ble Characters on the fl:(hly Tables of mens hearts ;. that ſhould after- 
wards be recorded, with Ink, and Paper, in all ſucceeding Ages; it may 
ſerve to ſpoil the Papiſts of their needleſs, Oral Traditions; invented 
(as it ſeems) in oppoſition to the dictates of the Spirit, and in derc- 
eation to the moſt indubitable, perfpicuous, and ſufficient Oracles of 
God;. which are able to make us wiſe to Silvation, throw; h Faith, which ts 1n 2 Tim. 3. 
Chrift Feſus. for if we believe St. Paul whatſoever things were written a- 25: 
foretime were written for our Learning ; that we through patience and ——y 
Comfort of the Scripture might have Hope ; and Se. Fohn ſays, he wrote 7, Yere." 
his Goſpellin the later days concerning Chrifts Perſon, Doftrines and : 
Miracles; for this end, that we might believe, that Jeſus js the Chriſt, 
' the Son of God; and that ſo believing we might have life through his 
Name: the ſecond Ground, or Baſis, whereon is built this impregnable 
fortreſs of our hope, is the reaſon here alledged by the Spirit - of ſuch 
convincing evidence ; as to confirm hisown ſaying ; and, alſo to ſtop the 
mouths of all proud Oppoſers : , For, it mightily confounds our Quakers, 
and all fantaſtical Enthuſiaſts, for divulging openly; to the diſturbance 
of the Church, and their own Deſtruction; their owa private, unreaſo- 
nable Imaginations (in deſpight of Scripture, and all other Learning) for 
immediate inſpirations of the holy Ghoſt. From the method here uſed 
by that infallible Spirit of God, we may learn, to beware of thoſe falſe 
| Prophets, who put on ſuch pretences for a clozk of maliciouſneſs; and 
| then decry, with infufferable noiſe, and impudence, ll uſe of Reaſon, 
| as tomatters of Religion; that ſo, they may ſafely bring in thoſe dam- 
| nable Hereſies ; whereby the blind guides themſelves, and all their be- 
witched followers cannot chooſe, bur fall into the ditch : For; if any, 
Min, or an Angel from H:aven preach any other Goſpel, than that ye have re» 
ce.ved; let him be accm ſd. Gal.1.9. ? 
Notwithſtanding all that Oppoſition, which hath been made upon this 
account either by the Popes, or the D-vils Emiſſaries ; maugre all the 
wiles, and ſtratagems; the Winds, and Waves of theſe implacable Ene- 
mies ; the firſt endeavouring with ſubtle Sophiſtry to defer; the ſecond 
| C 2 wholely 
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waolcly to make yoid the Saints recompence of Reward in everlaſting 
Reſt, yet this Anchor of our Hope, this Pillar of our Faith remains very 
ſure, and ſtedfaſt on the Rock of our Salvation, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
azainſt which the Gates of Hell are ne*ce ab'e to prevail; for, it is like- 
wiſe ratified, and ſealed by the Spirit of Promiſe, that 15 Faithful, and 
cannot Lie : For, even ſo ſaith the Spirit, from bencefo-rh bleſſed are the 
Dead, which die in the Lord. Againſt this interpretation of the Text, 
there lies, | conceive, no probable exception ; bur.what muſt riſe from 
the ſignification of the word, ſingly conſider'd; or, as it ſtands in rela- 
tion to the Reſt : The ward, from henceforth, {ingly confider'd, and of ir 
ſelf, is much varied among{t the Latines by thoſe particles A modo, De- 
mmceps, confeſtim, Inde, Fam jam, and the like; ail which denote this in- 
{tant, or indivifible point of time; wherein the Soul departs from the 
Body ; from henceforth, if the perſon-dies in the Lord ;, withunfeigned 
Repentance for all his former (ins, and with a lively Faith in Chriſt; he is 
prefeatly bleſſed. It's true / The Reverend, Learned, and Pious Doctor 
Hammond hath well enough applied this place, and many more to thoſe 
temporal AfM:tions, which the Piimitive Chriſtians endured from Hea- 
theniſh, Bloud-thirſty Perſecutors; as if the good Spirit of Grace moved 
with Compaſſion, forerold of thoſe per.llous tines to come; and then pro- 
nounced them happieſt, which endured to the end; or otherwiſe died 
firſt: But, for all that, he doth not exclude the furure, and everlaſting 
State of Bliſs, or Miſery : but rather ſuppoſeth ir, as principally there 
intended and implied; for (tocite no more Evidence in ſo plain a Caſe) 
in his Paraphraſe on the 2 Chap. of the Revel. 11 ver/. To h.m that over- 
cometh will ] give to eat of the Treeof Life, which is in the midſt of the Pa- 
radiſe of God It is Eriefly (aid, he ſhall have deliverance here, and eternal 
Life hereafter - Ard again, upon thoſe words in the 1 oth. Ver/. of the 
ſame Chapter : Be thou faithful wnto death, ana 1 will give thee a Crown of 
Life ;, he gives you this Note, that however ſoine Chriſtians, in thoſe 
dangerous times of Tryals, and Temptations were overcome, and pre- 
vailee& upon; to renounce their Faith 2nd Profeſſions, tor the ſaving of 
their Lives ; yet others, who continued conſtant, aid faichful unto death, 
were plenteouſly requited with a Crown of Life; having received the 
honour of Mirtyrdom firſt, and then of never ceefing Bli!s. Let us once 
more cor:ſiJer the word, as it {tands in relation to the Reſt ; aid then it 
cannot be to properly joyned, in this manner, to tne former part of the 
TFexr; I heard a Voice from Hcaven, faying unto me-- {rite from 
henceforth. As if the Subject, whereof the Spirit therein ſnake, were ſome 
new i: c2 of Doctrine, . but juſt chen brought into the World ;+ for cer- 
tainly, ?*was made known long before; even from the beginning, A 
mighty God having annexed Bicſling, and Curling; Liie and Dezth, in 
Paradiſe it ſelf, to the violation, or obſervance of his Laws; which ns, 

and- 
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and their Sanctions too, were engraved by Gods own Hand upoh two Ta- 
bles. of Stone, to be duly promulyed by Moſes, and the Prophets : And, 
there is no doubr, but thcſe holy Men of Gcd under the Law ; that ipense 
their Lives in being fairhful unto death, were accordingly bleſſed, in the 
promiſe of an eternal inheritance - But then, are Chriſtians upon hatder 
terms with God, then all their predecefſors ? W1ll the Sunſhine of the 
Goſpel prove more troubleſome, and offenſive , then all the dark ſhadows 
of the Law: Is the ſecond Covenant, or Miniſtration of Grace, and 
Truth, of leſs advantage then was the firſt, which could work nothing but 
wrath, and condemnation ? If the Souls of Chriſts good, and faithful Ser- 
vants de not reap the bleſſed fruits ot their Labotrs, upon relinquiſhing 
their Bodies z and have their juſt Wages, acccrding to their Wotks, in a 
repoſe, and reſt with God ; what could be the meaning of Saint Srephers 
devout Ejaculation ? When falling zſl:ep, he crycd, Lord Zeſ7zs receive my Actts7, <0. 
Sysrit. And, canwethiak Sc. Paxl was much belide hinielf, when he : 
delired earneſtly to be diflolved. that he might be with Chriſt ? Or, when 
he ſhewed ſuch fervent zeal, for his being abſeor from the body, and pre- 
ſent with the Lord ? When he groaned fo vehemently, to put off his 
earthly Tabernacle ;, for 4 building of God, an houſe not made with hands, e- c 
ternal in the Heavens? Or laſtly, fhall.we ſay, that Wite, and Learned on. 
Apoltle was very much deceived in promiſing him{elf, at the time of his 
departure, aCrown of Right:ouſneſs,, for that he h.:4 fought a good Fight ,, 2Tim.g.z. 
finiſht his Courſe, and k/pt the Faith? Nay, further yet ; [hall we dare to 8. 
q.eition Ch:i .$ own words, Father into thy hands I commend my Spirtt ? 1 yk. 23. 
And it not, is there any Cauſe ar all to ſufpc& his wood, and promite ro 46. 
the penitent Thief upon the Croſs; Yerily, I ſay un:9 thee, to day ſhalt thou 
be with me in Paradiſe * There be no Papiſts, I trow, ſo blaſphemous, and v. 43. 
| irrationa', as to deny Chriſts humane Nature aCtual poſtcſſion of blifs in 
| Heaven, when he lefc his abode on Earth ; having then fully conquer*d all 
| the power, and malice of this preſent evil World; and victoriouſly tri- 
| umphed cyer the Prince, and the Damiaions of Darkneis. For, they 
| dare not preſume, chink,ta put our bleſſed Saviour in a worſe Condition, 

then all th-ir canonized Saints; which they relizgioufl ; worſhip and adore 
' as bleſſed Martyrs; and | amfure, his bloud was infia:rely more precious, 
| ar.d ſpoke far betrer thiags at the Throre of Grace, then a Campions, or 
| a Garnets; a Benedictines, or a Jeluites : neither again, is it probable cn 
the other 1ide, that ſucha M:l:fa:toar, as our Tivet ; whodicd, not for 
his Rel gion, or his Faich wroggfully ; bar jaltly for his evil deeds, worthy 
of d:ath, ſhould be reckon®d above the common pitch of zl] rruc Chriſti- 
| ans :* and yet, this very perſon was r«. be the {ame diy w.th Crilt in Para- 
diic; hiving literally fuitz1? 1 with Carift ; he was to reign with him £90. , 4... 


Latropiimitie Derclifto; uns introducit © (aſeriente Chr:'o) inienrum Cee | _ 
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Aorim : Thi Latro locatur, ubi Lucsfer corruit : non ad loca purgatoria, flan: 


wnoſque peccaiorum Virrices confitens deſtinatur, XC. Arnold. Carne: ens inter 
Se. Cypr. Opera Oxon: Eat, | 

And, it ali crue Members do run the ſame fortune as the head, in being 
either miſerable, or happy : this Concluſion follows, beth from a pat ity 
of Reaſon,and from example too,that whoſoever poes furth o! this world, 
with repentance towards God, and faith in our Lord Jeſus Chiiit ; and 


by conſequence, 'in the true love, and favour of Gud ; they are no ſooner 


delivered from the burden of their fleſh, then 2dmitted into the joy of 
their Lord : For, we may further add, as teſtimonies to the truth of our 
poſition, the general conſent of the moſt Orthodox Fathers in the Chriſti- 
an Church; by name Juſtin Martyr, St.Cyprian, St.Chry/«ſtow, St. Ambroſe, 
Sr. Auſtin, St. Jercm, and many more tuch men thar were the glory of 


their times, famovs in their Generations : who being dead, yer ſpeak in 


thoſe admirable works, that are now the living Monuments of their 
worth. Vid. Phil. morneum de Euchar. Lib.3. cap.g. 

Beſides, the diſtance between Earth and Heaven will not ſtand 'our 
Adverfaries in any ſtead, or prejudice our ſelves; becauſe Mans rational 
Soul is an immaterial and ſpiritual Being; all whoſe natural Motions 
are not confined like Bodies, to the differences of time and place. Bur 
whether it is in or out of the Bady; nevertheleſs it ſubliſteth, and 
moveth too, ſecundum ſe totam ſimul, & ſemel : all at once and in a mo- 
ment. No queſtion therefore, but thoſe who die in the Lord, are a@yu- 
ally B'efſed : For.as no paſlible Reaſon can be given to the contrary from 
the ſpecifical nature of the Soul it ſel{; being yet capable of returning. 
into Gods hard again, as quick as ever it came out ; fo there is nothing 
on Gods part, which may be reaſonably faid againſt it; His Power is 
no ſuch Argument; for that is abſolute ſtil, and unlimited any more, 
then with his own good will : So that he which firſt gave the Soul by the 
might and power of his bare word, may ſo take it again, whenſoever 
he ſhall pleaſe, and we need not fear the gocd will of cur Heavenly Fa- 
ther, to give his cbedient Children, the Kingdom prepared for them, 
from the beginning of the World. For his infinite Goodneſs, Mercy, 
Love and Juſtice too, ſtand all of them enzaged for inſtati-g of holy 
Souls in their purchaſed everlaſting Habitations : For we itrvly ſuppoſe 
D:vine Juſtice to be fully ſzti:fizd by thar All-ſufficient Sacrifice, which 
our Saviour made upon the Croſs, for the Redemption of Mankind : 
It it were not ſo, then our Preaching would be vains our Faith were allo 
vain , we ſhould be till in our Sins, without Hove, and without God 1n 
the World : Burt if divine Juſtice were duely ſatisfied, and when Chriſt 
made his Innocent ſoul an Offering for fin, by which means he perfect- 
cd for ever them that are ſanCtified ; certainly there now remains no 


more 
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more ſacrifice nor any future ſatisfaction to be made for (in - for it is not: 
poſlible with God, or any good and honelt Men, to demand further fatis- 
faction after all their Debts are paid : And Sr. Paul hath affirmed, hat 
God in Chrift hath forgiven us all our Treſpaſſes, blotting out the Hand wri- 
ting that Was agairft us, ard hath tak;n it out of the way, nailing it unto his 
Croſs : Moreover, it 1s not in mans power to (atisfie God jg, any mea» 
{ure for the leaſt offence, or violation of his Holineſs , be he de- 
merit of every {in is infinite; being a treſpaſs againſt Almighty God, 
that is infinite in Goodneſs, and in Truth, in Righteouſneſs and Holi- 
neſs; of purer Eyes then to behold Evil, or lock, upon our iniquities : but 
with Inudignation and Wrath. For this cauſe, what man ſoever go- 
eth hence without Repentance for his part; and forgivneſs upon Gods, 
as he hath liv?d without Fear ſo ſhall he dye without Favour, and void of 
remedy - for Purgatory flames will never extinguiſh thoſe of Hell, where 
the Worm dyeth not, and the Fire 1s not quencht. | 

. The time would fail me to tell at large, how ſtrangely the Papiſts have 
outſtcipt their forerunners, the Scribes and Phariſees , nay Pagars them- 
ſelves 1n folly , ?cis clear enough, how bafely they have adulterated the 
pure Doctrine and Commandments of God, with filchy droſs of theic 
own abſurd inventions Magiſterially impoſed on the credulous multitude, 
as Articles of their Creed, thus crucifying Chriſt afreſh, and putting 
once more the Lord of Glory to Reproach and Blaſphemy : Let it tuf- 


fice in ſhort that all the Doctrines which they have taught, and obtruded” 


on the World concerning thoſe imaginary pains of Purgatory, do make 


Colol. 2. 
13,14. 


Had.1.13.. 


void in great meaſure Chriſts real ſufferings upon the Croſs, their pro- - 


pitiatory ſacrifice of the Maſs, with Prayers and Oblations for Souls 
aggrieved with Purzatory torments, dovery much diminiſh and vilifie 
the price of our Saviours Blood ,, and. Jaſtly pardons and indulgences 
for all Teeſpaſles and Sins paſt, preſent and to come, granted mercina- 


rily from the Popes Chair, do throw down the Mercysſeat, and exalt the- 


Man of fin to the Throne of God. All this Abomination of Deſola- 
tion craftily brought into that Holy place, the Church or Temple of God, 


rightly weighed 1n the Ballance of the Sanctuary, will prove lighter than ' 


Vanity , worſe then nothing , full fraught with Faiſhoods , Contra- 
diftions and Blaſphemies againſt God, even to their denying the Lord 
chat bought them, and the bringing down upon their own Heads very 
ſwift and ſure defituction. 

T hat Vexata Queſtio, or Ball of Contention (I mean Chriſts deſcent 
into Hell) ſtifly bandied on all ſides, without any fiual determination ; 
whether it were only Vertual, as ſome Learned men would have ir, or 


alſo; erional, real, and local as others, may be well-ſpared and l<t-alore 


tor once. | 
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1is enough to my purpoſe, that he which deſcended was the ſzme 
that aſcended, the man Chriſt Jeſus, ard that he was. made perfect 
through iufferings , which in truth were all finiſhr,, when he bowed his 
Head and gave up the Ghoſt, For, ke then led Captiunty captive in a pom »ous 
Triumph, ſpoyling Principalities, and Powers, and. making a ſhew of 
them openly. And ſeeing now, that Chriſtians are like faithful Soaldi- 
'ers, to follow the Ciptain of their Salvation, by treading in the ſame 
ſteps, at leaſt in a ſpiritual ſenſe, if they are made conformable to Chrift 
in his death, by mortifying their f{1ns, or crucifying their Fieſh, with 
its Aﬀections and Luſts, and allo partake with him in the-power of his 

'Reſurre&ion, by riſing again to newneſs oi Lite, in a'con!tant courie of 
'Grace and Holineſs to their end , what ſhall hinder them from Aſcend- 
ingtriumphantly to the ſame Kingdom and ſeat of Glory ? For, be'ſure 
the Aimighty God is more juſt and righteous, then to demand any 
thing more of ſincere Converts, in requital for their Treſpaſſes and 
Sins, then what Chriſt once paid ; wher he was delivered for all our offences, 
and Was raiſed again for aur juſtification. To conclude the point, inthis 
; difficult cate betwixt an offended God, and poor guilty Sinners : how can 
Eccl. 9.10, they poſliþly relieve either themſelves or others; For there 15 no Work, nor 
5. 6, device. nor knowledg, nor wiſdom in the Grave ;, whether then goeſt : therefore 
wha: ſoever thy hand findeth to ao, be ſedniens and careful in doing it With all 
thy might: For the dear bane ne more # Reward, nor any more 4 portion for ever 
iJo.9.4. in any thing that 1s done under the Sun. But now 3s the accepted time, now is 
PC.115.17 7h day of Salvation; before Nught comth, when no mancan work. For the 
aead praiſe not the Lord ; neither any that go down into ſilence. To day then 
if you will hear the voice of God, and live ; harden not your hearts; 
but repent in time, and:return unto the Lord, with Oyl in yorur Lamps 
If}. <4. before the doors are ſhut : Seck the Lord whilft be may be found, call upon 
him whilſt he ts near ,, Come now to Chrilt, in this cime of Viiration ; 
Mat. 1:, Jabouring and heavy laden, with broken contrite Hearts , and having or 
29. the clean Wedding garment, that is tbe Righteouſneſs of Saints; rhat 
when the Bridgroom ſball appear, ye may go into the Marriage Supper 
of the Lamb, and there take retreſhment : or, find reſt unto your Souls : 
For, thoſe men who ſo live in the true faith and fear of God, ſhall die 
with comfort, and be really blefſed in their end : Becauſe, hy ſhall 
Rom. $.2, reſt from all their laboxrs, being free both froza the law of fin, and of death; 
which can have no more dominion over them: for the guilt of fin, as 
alſo the condemning; power of the Law will be quite and clean aboliſhr 
by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, which by faith is impvored unro them, and 
Rev-21-4- shundantly rewarded, as if it weretheir own. All rears will then be wiped 
from their eyes : there willbe no wore death, neither ſorrom, nor crying, nor 

axy more pain « for the righteous men are in peace at the laſt 3 being _ 

en 


Rom. 4, 


'2Cor.6. 2 
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ken away from all Evil that is to come; either of Sin orJudgment: Death 
is then ſwallowed up in Victory; the powers of Hell are all Vanquiſhtand 
overcome, and albeit they ceate from all their Labours; yet their 
works do follow them, For amongſt their Acquaintance of all ſorts ; 
Enemys or Friends ; their. Memories will furyive their perſons ; and prez 
ſerve the Fruits of their own hands, to praife them in the Gates : And, 
above all , God Almighty will then call to Remembrance all their good 
works ; andrecompence them for all their pains ; with full wages, and 
above their deſerts 3 in thoſe Heavenly Manſions ; where they ſhaH for 
ever celebrate his holy Name with Hallilujahs, or Songs of Triumph, 
Honour, Praiſe and Glory, to Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, one God 


World without end. 


Lthough I have already wearied your Attention with a tedious, very 
jejuneDiſcourſe,and may therefore preſume on your forgiveneſs of 
the Sermon for want of its Application; Yer I will rather treſpaſs more 
upon your patience, then expect your pardon : For however I am con- 
ſcious of many Fallings in this weak performance ; yet I don't fear 
the Cenſi1re, nor ſeek the favour of this illnatur?d, captious World 
but am ſure of comfort and ſatisfaction to my ſelf; in that I have done 
it in Obedience to ſome irreſiſtable Commands, with ſingleneſs of hears, 
as unto God, and out of good will to the vindication of the Truth. 
Everlaſting Happineſs, conſiſting in a full, immediate truition of Als 
mighty God, the Caufe and Author of every zacd and perfett Gitt ; is 
a ſbject {o very ſuitable , and pleating to the natural deſires, and pro- 
penſities of our immortal Souls, that whoever {tupidly neglect the Me 
ſage, and like the deaf Adder, ſtop their dull Ears to thoſe raviſhing 
Charms, will prove themſelves to be men of lictle underſtanding 
nothing better, nay worſe than the Beaſts that periſh - And becauſe or- 
dinary prudence will engage Men upon the uſe of thoſe means, which 
appear molt likely, for obtaining of their ends; whilſt every one, at 
his departure out of this World, earneſtly ſeeks for an Aſſurance of be- 
ing ever Bleſſed in the next ; 1 ſee no cauſe to fear a kind reception of 
wholſom Exhortations to the practice of a good life at preſent, ſo long 
as it is accounted a reviving Cordial at the hour of Death, and the day 
of Tudgment : For 1 ſuppoſe, there is no man of ſufficient ſenſe and 
reaſon, to believe the Joys of Heaven, or the wofull conditions of dam- 
ned Spirits in Hell ; and is perſwaded alſo, that both ſorts are Eternally 


decreed by the moſt Righteous Judge of all the Earth, to be the certain 
; D Wages 
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Wages of all thoſe good or evil Deeds whichare tranſacted in the Fleſh ; 
but he could wiſh with all his heart, like Balaam, to dye the dcath of the 
Righteons, and that bis latter end may, be lik: his. Butalas ! what can ſuch 
faint wiſhes avail without anſwerable Endeavours in the progreſs of our 
Lives ? For, whoever yet won the prize, before he fet out upon the Race; 
orelſe, hath tired, and fluggiſhly thrown himſelf down upon the way ? 
What Souldier yet kath gain'd the Victory with honour and good ſucceſs, 
which hath not held out, and maintained the Fight unto the laſt ? Now, 
that all Chriſtians might happily finiſh the Race here ſet before us, and 
accompliſh their deſigns in that Holy War ; obtaining a Brebewn, or 
Crown of Righteouſneſs for all their pains; and everlaſting Reſt after 
all their Travails in the ways of Holineſs and Righteoufneſs ; the Scrip- 
tureabounds with Preceprts and fxamples, Admonitions, Promiſes and 
Threats for that purpoſe: And ſeeing the Precepts of the Goſpel ſeem 
difficult and grievous to the men of this World, that walk by ſight more 
than Faith; and are ſooner carried away with ſome Viſible Example, 
then with any troubleſome Commands, I cannot think of a readier way 
to beget their good liking to the Chriſtian Precepts, then by giving them 
fome inſtarce of their practice ; nor can I poſlibly remember for ſeveral 
years, a better Example, that what lies now before us. 

Wherefore, that we may take this Worthy perſons Upright Life as a 
pattern for the well-framing of our own ; I moſt humbly beſeech your 

eave, to preſent ſome Lineaments thereof in this rude imperfect 
draught, fuch as it is ; for want of a more skilful Hand, that would po- 
liſh and compleat the piece. 

If Hercales could be ſeen at full ſtature by the demenſions of his Foot; 
and Hiſtorians are not thouzht much the worſe, for deſcribing vaſt Em- 
Pires, with all their Periods, in a few ſheets; ?Tis hop'd you? pardon 
the Compofer of theſe Lines, though very ſhort of that ample ſubje@, 
whereunto they do pretend ; Andalſo, that you will ſupoly thoſe de- 
fets®you cannot choote bur mzer with, from your own better know- 
ledge ; or atleaſt, with a charitable interpretation of his audacious, but 
well intended, enterprize: And, if you pleaſe to' caſt a favourable 
Eye, *cis believ'd the full mcaſure of a Man will ſoon appearin the Per- 
ſpective-glaſs, that is here put into your hands. 

*Tis true ? the perſon, whoſe Funeral we are come hither to celebrate, 
was enriched with many rarc Accomyliſhmnenrs, nor eaſte to be diſ- 
cern'd by vulgar. Eyes ; and hurcly to be matched by thoſe of greater 
advantages and higher ſtations in ths World ,; nor cn they be ſer forth 
to their higheſt picch,by thoſe mean parts that have undertook fo diffi- 
culta task: For which cauſe they maſt needs 2ppear like the Stars, twink- 
ting, and obſcure by reaſon of their diſtance ; or like to the Sun it _ 

wen 
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when it ſtrikes the ſilly Gezay blind with too much Light : Nevertheleſs, 
we may chance make ſome Diſcoveries, by tracing out the courſe of his 
life in a few paſſages thereof; in regard both of Himſelf, his Neighbour, 
and his God. 

As for his own Perſon; his Body was of a temper and conſtitution 
moſt healthy, vigorous and aCtive ; the ſtrength whereof was not ſo 
much the good effect of Nature, (though deſcended from the Loins of 
Honourable and Virtuous Anceſtours) as the product of his better tem- 
per?d Mind ; which govern'd, as Queen Regent of that little World, 
and manfully ſubdu'd all his carnal Aﬀettions and Luſts; to move in their 
proper Sphere, and ſerve like Handmaidens unto Reaſon 3 The ſenſitive 
Appetites, that Beaſt with many Heads, could never ſo much prevail, 
as to diſmount his Reaſon from the Saddle, or ſo ride the Man, as it 
often does in ſome others, till they become like Brutes for Intemperance 
and Luſt. Now tis truly faid, Animus cujuſque, i eff quiſque ; The 
Mind is indeed, and effeft the-man ; becauſe it is that alone which makes 
an eſſential difference betwixt him and the Beaſts of the Field ; which 
being void of Reaſon,do live and Att without knowledge, or diſcretion 
and are uncapable of Commendation or diſpraiſe; which yet are indiffe- 
rently due to Men, for that all their external operations, properly called 
Humane, are Voluntary and Free; proceeding from a Soul endued with 
Reaſon, todiſcern between things morally good and evil : proceed we 
therefore in this our Inqueſt, from the Cabinet unto the Jewel there 
contained ; And, through this frail Houſe or Tenement of Clay, 
take we notice what a noble Gueſt lodged once in ſuch a deſpicable Cor- 
tage. 

Now, *tis commonly knoin, that our Souls have two parts, or Fa: 
culties z that is, our Underſtandings and our Wills z with ſeveral Aﬀe- 
tions, inferiour and ſubordinate thereunto - By the firſt of them we get 
the knowledge of Truth, to diſtinguiſh it from Falſhood ; By the ſecond 
we come to toath and abhor Evil and cleave to that which is Good : 
By the help of this familiar, yet neceſſary diſtinction, we go forward in 
our ſearch; Firſt for his IatelleCtuals ; and afterwards for his Mor- 
Tals. : 

According to theſe different Capacities, we may compleat ; and ad- 
mire the Wiſdom , the Goodneſs, and the Power of our infinite Crea- 
tor ; maniteſt in the production of Hamane Souls, far excelling the 
faireſt and beſt compaRted Fabricks in the World: For in their primo- 
genial State of Innocency, the parts thereof were ſer in ſuch good or- 
der and Semetry throughout ; ſo much beautified wich Love and Unity 
between themſelves; and ſo well fitted and prepared. for iniuries from 
others, that it we do not with Pythegoras , aftirm them to be — 
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elſe but Harmony yet we may boldly ſay, the wiſe Maſter-Builder 
could be none but God; the prime A 1thor of Peace, and the erue Loyer 
of Concord. = 

Now. that we might gueſs the better at the priſtine State of this 
goodly Building, by the Rubbiſh and Rutnes that remains; that we may 
gain ſome little proſpect of Mans native Honour and Glory ; being not 
mich lower then Bielſed Angels; and fomewhat lixe even to God him- 
{elf; I cannot imagine a clearer in{tance , tien what is now proſtrate 
in our Eyes; An Object, which employs our prefeat thoughts, ard yet 
exceeds them too, doth exerciſe both our Tongues and Hearts at once; 
But is enough to make one blind wichGrief,and the other dumb with Ad- 
miration;for in good earneſt, here is a large Inventory to be drawn,of the 
choice!t Goods that belong to Mortals; Goods, more precious then 
Rubics, and more to be deiired then much fine Gold : For, when as all 
theſe Earth!ly things wax o!d and periſh; the tormer witl endure for ever, 
and continue like the Sou] immortal. 

If then, you look after Wiſdom, and good U 1derſtanding; Behold, 
there's the Man, Bleſſed with a good Fancy ; with a ready quick Appre- 
henfion; a tenacious Memory ; a ſound and clear Judzment : Theſe in- 
dowments are I confeſs natural, and infus?d at the ſame inſtant with 
our Souls, and are afterwards capable of improvement, according as 
they are imployed; and-you can*c be ignorant of his great experience in 
Civil matters z having been exerciſed in the ſtrangeſt varieties of Alte- 
rations, that ever happened in this Church and Kingdom. 

His natural parts were, no doubt, excellently good, tiat could bring 
forth ſuch a plentiful Harveſt as they did, with ſo lictle Cultivation 
being ſtudiouſly manured but a few years to the beſt Advantage ; and 
that either with private Readings, and Contemplations, or with publick 
Buſineſs: By the firſt means of knowledge he fertled that Foundation, 
which nature laid ; By the ſecond, he finiſhed the ſuperſtructure; that 
inſtilled the Principles of a Civil attive Life; This made out the De- 
monſtration; one of them cauſed no little sKill in Books for that pur- 
poſe ; and the other begat. in him an accurate knowledge and acquain- 
tance with Men.,even from the Peaſant upwards to the Prince : [n which 
reſpect, it may be truly ſaid, Non din fuit, ſed din vivit, his time was 
Þ:1t ſhore ;, not reaching by ſeven or eight years, the com:non period of 
Mankind ; yet he liv?d more then ſome others wt - much greater Ape - 
For, youcan bear me witneſs,he took no pleaſure to frullrate the deligns 
of his being in the World, or of his God who placed him in it: he was 
not ignorant or forgetful of his manifold Odligationsz neither would 
prove himſelf that unprofitable Servant, that ſhould hide his Lords Ta- 
tents ina Napkin; or miſuſe them to the ſervice of his own Carnal 

| plealute 


( 29 9 

pleaſure, inſtead of his Crertor - He fate not in his private Study like 
Cynical Drogenes in his Tub,gaping after Flies; 1mpertinently buſied a- 
bout frivolous and unuſefu] Triifles of none ar all, or very bad conſe- 
quence z for Almighty God fo proſper®d his Endeavours with laudable 
proficiency and 'ſuccefs; that from the Schools in Cambridze, he 
proce2ded ſucceſſively tro the Courts at W-fiminjter : and after a 
while he was there call'd unto the Barr ; not as a Criminal to make Ars 
{wer for himſelf; but as an Adyocate, which could plead the Cauſe for 
others: And in his latter dzys, from ſtanding as a Pleader ar the Barr, 
he ſerved his Country with ſitting as Juftice on the Bench ; for executing 
of Juitice and Judgment in the Lind:;, that he might relieve the © p- 
preſſed, J.1dge for the Fatherlefs and Widdows in their diſtreſs; and ſee 
that ſuch as were in need and neceſſity ſhould have Right, For theſe and 
all other Civil Offices he was richly turaiſhr, as with right underſtanding 
to diſcern; fo likewiſe with a Mind and Will feryent in promoting of 
Godlineſs and Honeſty. | 

His Moral Vertues rooted in his Will and AﬀeCtions were not infer- 
our to thoſe of his underſtanding ; he was eminent -for both , and ſur- 
paſſed in.cach molt of his equals for other matters : The firlt prepared 
him for notable Atchievements to the benefit of other folks; the ſecond 
made him a true Friend or BenefaCctour to himſelt - For his Tempe- 
ranceand Moderation were commonly known of all men, that were 
not altozcther ig1orant of his perſon, or of his Converſation ; he was 
no ſuch Glutton ro fare deliciouſly, jike him in the Goſpel, every day; 
nor at any time to be overtaken with Exceſs; it being his good purpoſe 
rather to repair the neceſſary decays of Nature, then to beget more 
with indulging that evil Genius of Riot and Exceſs: He never ſottiſhly 
miltook his Dining Room for aTemple,his common Table for an Altar, 
and himſelf to be the God,. which he muſt needs adore and Worſhip ; 
like ſome Gourmondizers, who feed themſelves as Heathens do their 
Beafts, till chey fall a Sacrifice to ſtench and Rottenneſs. No, no, he 
knew right well the true God, whom he deligently ſerv?dz and thereupon 
uviced the good things of this World without injury to the Creature, hims 
{clf or his bountiful Creator : His choice of Dyet was not Superſtitious; 
by counting it any part of his Religion; like the Phariſces ot old, that 
were very preciſe and exact in ſome little things of no Moment - Nor 
was he curious, like ſome Epicures of our dayes who buſie themſelves ex- 
ceedingly to pleaſeand carreſs their vitions Pallates; Nouriſhing Di- 
ſcales by the Remz4dies themſelves ; to the loſs of their Health, and at 
laſt of their very Lives; For he ieldom, or never would cat, or drink, 
hut when *twas Neceſlary and an Habitual Abitinence for 24 hours 
bred in him a nauſeous diſlike of thoſe Meats, which other Men have 
made almoſt natural, by the coitrary Cattorn. From: 
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From his knowledg of the true God (whom he conſtantly worſhip*d 
witha great deal of Reverence, and Devotion both in publick and in pri- 
vate) He took his meaſures of this Evil World ;, and then made the 
beſt uſe of it imaginahle ; not like a Proprietor, but a Steward ; that 
_ patient!y for his Lotds coming ; and hopes to give up his Account - 
with joy. 

He may be thought to be of the ſame Opinion with Plats; elteeming 
his Body no better then a priſon to the Soul: He therefore uſed it not for 
his Manſion, but his Inn; looking upon himſelf as a ſtranger in the 
Lind; or like a wafering Man, which tarryeth but for a Night : Brief- 
Iy, neither his Meat nor Drink, no, nor Sleep were at all ſuperfluous , 
or exceeding the bounds of that Soberneſs which becometh Chriſtians ; 
For he never ſoclog'd, and ſtupified the Stomach and the Brain, as to 
become indiſpoſed for Aion z exemplifying the Truth of our Souls 
being one continued Att, whilſt our Bodies are but the dull Engines 
ro thoſe nimble Spirits: And he thereby teſtified alſo, that man is to 
live here like the 7ſraelires in the Deſert; having no reſting place, no 
continuing City, before he comes up to Canaan, the good Land of Pro- 
miſe : Upon this account, he vertuouſly contemn?d and ſlighted all the 
Pomps and Vanities of this fading ſinful World ; and learned with Saint 
Pax! to count their temporary things not better then dung, in compa- 
__ to that life of Grace, which after all our Tribulations will end in 

lory. | 

Real Godlineſs, like Almighty God, the Spring and Fountain of it , 
is exhavuſtible, reſtleſs, and impatient of conſtraint z before ic flows over 
with all imagninable Freedom, to enrich and beautify the Neighbouring 
Fields and Meadows : Thus we ſee the Clouds do liberally ſpend them- 
ſelves in dropping fatneſs; both on the barren Hills and more fertile Val- 
lies; theRain makes no difterence,and the Sun too ſheds Light and Influ- 
ence both on the Righteous and the Wicked, High and Low, Rich and 
Poor, one with another : And is it any way probable, that Man ſhould be 
wonderfully made for himſelf alone? Can we think thar ever infinite 
Wiidom ever intended, that he ſhould live at his own pleaſure, and ſo 
take his paſtime, and ſport himſelf upon Land, as the Leviathan doth at 
Sea; but much more unreaſonzbly ? to the Reproach of his being in the 
| World; and in open defiance both of his own Con{cience and his God ? 
This Honourable Perſon here departed, ,was 1 am ſure of another mind, 
more ſenſible of Gods undeſerv*d Munificence,and more conſcientious in 
making all poflible returns of Gratitude i proportion to thoſe engage- 
ments which accompliſhed his Bleſſings : His Godlike Soul was endued 
in gocd mealure, with all theV:rrues that could repreſent him once more 
in his Makers Image : If you pauſe a while and impartially rc cage the 
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former paſſiges of his life ; both in reſpeCt of himſelf, his Neigbour, and! 
his God ; | believe you'l readily acknowledge z that God was in him of 
a Truth: for he had learnt of that grand Exemplar, his Lord and Maſter, 
tobe meek and lowly of heart ; fuii of Contentment in every Condition ; 
chooling tranquilicy of Mind, with a good Conſcience void of all of- 
fence, borh towards God and Man ;, before abundance of Wealth and 
Riches, Honours and Preferments with trouble and vexation of Spirit. 
He was ſober, grave and temperate in al! things ; even amidſt many 
powerful Temptations tothe contrary Vices. He was obliged I ſuppofe 
more than ordinary, To keep his Tongue frow evil, and his Lipps from ut: 
tering any thing of deceit and Guile : For you may remember, no corrupt 
Communication proceeded out of his Mouth; but only ſuch manner of 
Diſcourſe as would Miniſter grace or knowledge for his attentive Hear: 
ers:His familiarConverſation was affable,courteous,pleaſant & facetious, 
both from ſcurrilous, or obſcene Language, and alſo from a Sroxcal moz 
roſe Taciturnity - He could ſeem angry ſometimes, but ſtill in imita- 
tion of his God rather with the faults then perſons of Men , with due re- 
 "gardunto the Chriſtian precept of being in Wrath , but without Sin : 
For Love and Charity that Bond of perfectneſs, commanded all his 
Paſſions ; pofſeſt his whole Soul, and crownd all other Vertues with 
good ſucceſs : Being once Maſter of that moſt excellent ſpiritual Gift ; 
exceeding both our Faith and Hope ; he was truly Rich and Honourable 
too ; theſe things were indeed his beloved inheritance; fairer in his 
Eyes then ſtately Buildings and large Mannours; dearer unto him then 
many thouſands of Gold and Silver ; ſweeter alſo then Honey and 
the Hony Comb: He ſeem?d by the courſe of his life , to have taken 
Meſes or much rather Corift, for an example in renouncing the good 
things ia this World, and 1n ſuffering Evil ; for he did always highly 
prize the Chriſtians Ornament of x meek andquiet, and inoffenfive Spi- 
rit; above all the glittering Honours and enfnaring Gayeties of an uſur- 
ping Tyrants Court ; chooſing rather to ſuffer Aﬀictions thea toenjoy 
the pleaſures of Sin for a ſeaſon. 

' Godline(s with Contentment, he judged rightly to be the moſt real 
Gain, having the promiie of this life, and of that which is to come ; 
and ics therefore much greater and more laſting Riches, then all the 
ona in Egypt ;, and cannot be purchaſed with all the Gold of 
Op er. | 

Thus he lived, and thus he dyed, in the true Faith of Chriſt; and in 
ſteadfaſt Hope of a good Reward in the Reſurrection of the Jult, for he 
is now made free from Sin; Death has no more Dominion over him ; 
for that he hath fulilPd the Royal Laws, by loving his Neighbour as 
himſelf; he frankly torgave bis Enemies ; and likewiſe, did the belt = 
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eould for men of all ſorts, whether Friends or Foes , without any diftin- 
tion of Sects or Countrys :In this charitable courſe he followed the pre- 
cept and Example of his Maſter Jeſus Chrilt, forgiving all men their 
Treſpaſſes, either in words or deeds : For it was no part of his Reli- 
gion or his practice, to repel injury with wrong ; to reftit and recom- 
Nence evil tor evil; he never ſo learn®d of Chriſt, as to retaliate and 
revenge himſelt otherwiſe, then by thoſe harmleſs-defenfive weapons 
a patient ſilence and magnanimous contempt : His great proneneſs to 
Pity and compaſſion , by forgiving other men their Treſpaſſes produc?d 
in him remorſe of Conſcience, and hearty forrow for his own ; thus 
Charity began at home; demonſtrating to the World, the ſoundneſs 
and ſincerity of his heart , by the ſtreight line of his Converſation. As 
the Sun being always one and the ſame Agent, produces very different 
effects :. In like manner Charity beftows her Booſs with one and the 
{ame hand ; but in very different ways of Diſpenſation, according to 
the manifold Exigencies it meets with among the wretched Sons of 
miſerable Men : It cloaths the Naked, and provides Bread for the H:m- 
gry, and draws forth Water for thole that are a thirſt : Bnt what ? 
Theſe are indeed very poor and ordinary pittances, taken up almoſt at 
every ones door : The Perſon whoſe Charity we commend would be 
very much difgraced by ſuch triyial Encomiums. For his great Soul 
was brought up in the Schools of Liberal Arts and Vertues, for higher 
and more noble ends, for thofe worthy deeds, which do really deſerve 
a choice Room in the Records and Annals of our Age. 

Now, *cis not here to be diſſembled, that when FaCtjon ated her part 
in Maſquerade and Sedition appeared in open field, under the ſpecious 
pretences and colours of Religion; This Gentleman (then very young,) 
was blown up, and npragee:b4 evil men ; who carried nothing but Laws, 
Liberty and Religion it 1elt in their mouths, (craſcily concealing Sedi- 
tions, Tumults and War in their Hearts) to have an unfortunate ſhare 
in that moſt infamous Rebellion: which as it cannot be excuſed, ſoneither 
would he himſelf deſire to be any otherwiſe juſtified; then by declaring 
his own indignation, and by the Remonſtrances of his Repenrance - For 
which he didnot tarcy till he could nor avoid the neceſlity, but vecy ear. 
ly had a true ſenſe of, and ſorrow for, his Crime z And theſe things as 
they proceeded to a confeſſion of his ſhame and derceliction of the Vice, 
ſo they went forwards to the acquiring and praftiſing (his whole IifE af- 
ter) the contrary Vertues of Righteouſneſs and Loyalty ; fullfilling 
what the Scripture doth require of the true penitent, a remembering 
from whence he was fallen of doing his firſt Works : From hence he be- 
came a true Servant of God and the King, making what reftitution he 


could for the Religion he had icandalized, and the wrongs he had done : 
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ſo that it will be a vain queſtion to ask whether his honour or his Soul be 
ſaved. For if the Tears of true Repentance mixt with alively Faith in 
- our Saviours blood, will make a Lavixzw that will waſh all trongaly 
from our Wickedneſs, 2rd cleanſe vs frem cur Sins: 1 am confident 
the crying ſin of Rebellion, though to blocd, will never be laid unto his 
charge : neither in this World, becauſe he loyg ſince heartily repeated of 
itz andreceived the Pardon of both Kings from their own Lips; nor 1n 
the next , becauſe Almighty Ged, that is Gracious and Merciful, Par- 
doning iniquities , Tranſgreſfions and Sins, takes no. pleaſure inthe 
Death of Sinners; but compaſtionately wifhes, ther he world return and 
lee. ct ' 

This Loyal Converts true Repentance and remorſe for that miſ- 
carriage was beſt of all expreſt in the .real change both of his 
Judgment and of his Life too : for being ſome years ſince with a perſon 
of Honour upon the day of the Martyrdom of: our late GraciousSove- 
raign and having performed his part in the publick ſervice upon that very 
lamentable Occaſion; towards Evening he was deſired by that Honoura- 
ble perſon to go ſhoot with him at Butts (an Exerciſe he much delighted 
in at other times): but the good Coffonel replyed inſtantly with no 
ſmall regret—— My Lord, it 31 your Happineſs, that your Father and Fame» 
ly were engaged on the Kings ſide ,, whereby yeu have not ſo much to anſwer for 
the Sin of this day : But for my part I look npor my ſelf 10 have ſo great 4 
ſtore in the guilt of it, that ] can never take any pleaſure on this day. The 
Collonel being defired by the ſame perſon, to 1ead over Dr. Naiſons and 
Ruſhwerths Hiſtories, and give him an acc6unt thereupon y He rold his 
Lordſhip, That he found the firftto be averyirae, exatt and faithful Hiſte-- 
rian;, knowing many of thoſe things he aſſerted ts be true of his own knowleage; 
and that he bad long leckt wpon thoſe who managed the late War to be very bad 
Men, though be could not have imagined them ſo bad, ai that Bock, evidently 
made them appear to have been : Then he added, that be was only ſorry "twas 
n0t his fortune to be a Member of the laſt Parliament, that be might have 
ſpoken what he knew of them,and probably bave undeceived ſome honeſt Gemtle- 
men. 

When his youthful and unruly paffions were cbaſtiſed, and brought 
under the command of Reaſon and Judgment confirmed by fome years 
Experience, he then perceiv'd how much the Mask of Religion had been 
Hypocritically put on , till it was fit for nothing but only to be thrown 

by, he ſaw the greateſt impieties that ever Chriſtians committed, 
walking bare fac'd, and in the open Sun; Majeſty was trod on by the 
vileſt of people, ard the penſive Hearts of all honeſt men were oppreſ- 
ſedwith fears of lamentable deſtructive conſequents: Then,then doubt- 
leſs, the ſame infinitely gracious God "m—_ upon his Heart effectuzlly to 
the 
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*the full acknowledgment of the Truth z as he did on St. Paul at his Con- 
ver{ion to the Chriſtian Faith. For, when his Majeſty was trapand into 
the Iſle of Wighr,and markt out for a prey to Covetous, Proud and Am- 
bitious, diſcontented Spirits, our Loyal Convert appeared like St. Pau! 
again , zealous for preſerving that Cauſe, which he did once endeavour 
to deſtroy - For, being in that Iſle he ſecretly made known to the King 
the cruel D:ſigns that were laid again(t his perſon, with a way that he 
contriv'd for his Majeſties making an Eiſcape, the particulars of which 
Adventure will be ſet forth at large by authority, at the next 
Reprinting of the Kings works. But in ſpight of all endeavours 
to reſcue the King, the Church and State from ruine; theſe Barba- 
rous Rebels were ſo proſperous 1n their wickedneſs, that his Gra- 
cious Majelty fell mmto the. Hands of ſuch wicked Men, whoſe tender 
Mercies were cruel even to Death, for not long after a Monſtrous 
High Court of Juſtice judged and condemned their Lawful Soveraign ; 
in whom alone was lodg*d theRight andPower of Life and Death by the 
known Laws and Cuſtoms of the Realm : fo that perjury was added un- 
to Murder, in their breaking thoſe very Laws themſelves, which thoſe 
honeſt men had ſworn to maintain: As if the body Politick were not able 
to ſubſiſt, but only by the loſs of Innocent, pure and Royal Blood ; As 
if neither Oaths,nor Laws were of any further uſe; but the world muſt be 
turned upſide-down overwhelm?d once more with aDeluge of confuſion. 

Now, that all hopes were loſt, and ſunk into'Deſpatr ; Death ſtand- 


0g q are for Execution of that Execrable Sentence; our Loyal Con-© 
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vert us'd all his intereſt with Fairfax, Cromwel,and other chief Officers, 
to prolongand put off the direful Execution of that unjuſt and unpara- 
leldd Judgment; that Majeſty might be ſaved from periſhing by the 
moſt vile and meanelſt of his People : For which endhe fairly tenderd 
the Names of ſeveral Peers in the nature of Hoſftages ; that would have 
pawn'd their own Lives and Fortunes to ſerve the King. But thoſe 
Devilliſh cunning Gamſters conceived it their ſafeſt policy to play out 
the Game, they- began with Hypocritical ſhews for. the Government, 
and Religion here eſtabliſht;until it were ſure to conclude in utter Extir- 
pation of the Royal Seed, and in a Fatal Cataſtrophe of Blood ; ſtri- 
ving to proteCt themſelves from the Vengeance due for their paſt offen- 
ces, by committing more. And though he fail'd of that Happy ſucceſs 
in his Negotiation , which himſelf and good Men would have joyfully 
emb:ac'd; yet he procured for his own part this immortal Honor —— 
That he was at leaſt in good will a true Patron of his languiſhing, 

:M Red Country; a real hearty Servant both to Ceſar and his God. 
AsChriſt the King of Glory.will impute the gaod uſage ofhis Diſciples, 
:Iit were immediately confered upon himſelf; fo that a Cup of cold 
Water 
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Water on that account ſhall not looſe its Reward: So Chriſts Vicegerent, 
in obſervance of his Maſters Will ; firſt granted this penitent a full par- 
don of all Miſdemeanours whatſoever againſt his Government, or his 
Royal perſon ; then graciouſly returned into his Boſom a ſhowre of 
thanks for his many kind ſervices towards his Friends thet were in di- 
ſtreſs: viz. The Duke of Richmond, the Earl of Lindſey and others. The 
Commiſſion whichohe took up raſhly te ferve the Parliament, being hur- 
ried thereunto partly by the importunities of ſome Familiars, partſy 
by want of Judgment.,and too much heat of Paſſion; which are the general 
infirmities of Youth; upon better advice, he laid fairly down ; with- 
ſtanding reſolutely C:omwels importunate offers of another ; thus he 
quite left the Field, when he perceived it was nothing elſe but an Akelda- 
1a,or Field of true Chriſtian Blood. Howbeit,he {till maintained his inte- 
reſt with the Kings Enemies,  pucpoſely to. ſerve his Friends; in which 
very Charitable Service he ſpent moſt of thoſe Evil days, getting ſome 
of the Royalliſts. out of Priſons; and entering himſelf into Bonds, to 
keep others out of Chains and Fetters. | 

When his Eldeſt, Brothers whole Eſtate had been ſeized by the Parlia- 

ent, which yet could find in him no fault at all worthy of ſuch unrigh- 
' teous dealings ; unleſs it were his Loyalty, Juſtice and Equity, Pitty 

and Commileration for a divided Kingdom, and a perſecuted Church; 
ready both to be devoured of bloody Vipers in their own Breaſts; though 
*twas in his power to have dealt with his belovedBrother,as Facob did with 
E/an; depriving him of his Birthright; either by Violence or Fraud , 
Yet he volumarily choſe the better part, more becoming a good Chri- 
{tian or a loving Brother,of one blood, and of the ſame Houſhold of Faith. 
For he proved a brother moſt fai:hful in a time of need, and was highly 
concern'd in the Reſtitution. Nor 1s that all --— 

His ijimcomparable skill in Civil Afairs,joynd with great integrity and 
uprightnels of Heart, loving the Truth, and hating Covetouſhels ; were 
Abilities enough to recommend him to many great Perſons of Quality ; 
(The Right Honourable Ezrl of Abingdons Mother for one) which ap- 
pointed him in their laſt Wills, a Truttee for their Eſtates, and a Guar- 
dian to thcjr Childien - As to the Noble forementioned Earl,. he d:j- 
charged himſel: with fo much Honet!ty ; that he would accept of nothing 
more than his labour for his pains; Travelling many times for the im- 
provement of that Eſtate, with expences vpon his own : And God be 
thanked he ſaw the' good end of all his Journeys, and the reward he 
moit of all expected, ina ju{t encreaſe of Wealth and Riches, of Ho- 
nour and Authoiity, of Wiſdom, and all Heroick Vertues, that have 
made his Lordſhip more nobie, or willing, ſhall I ſay, to promote the 


pubiick' peace and wellfare of his Country. Our preſent moſt gracious 
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King received a fair ſpecimen of his Allegiance to the Crown from the 
pains he took at home, and abroad for his Majeſties Perſon, and his 
Kingdoms Reſtauration: And certainly, the King had no little conft- 
dence in his dextrous Wiſdom, and ſincerity, requiſite for State-affairs ; 
when he gave him a Commiſſion for the ſettling of a Kingdom ; and 
that extreamly divided; as well in Religious, as in Secular concerns : 
and yet he managed that ambignous, and important Office with ſo much 
prudence and equity ; that he came off with Honour for himſelf, and 
gave general ſatisfaction to thoſe perſons whoſe intereſt were there 
involved. EEE 

Our proſpect hath been hitherto like that of Me/es before the 1/raclites, 
wrapt up under the dark ſhades, and glimmering twilight ota Vail. It 
is now time that we draw the Curtain off, and change our Scene; though 
the Stage be {till the ſame -- we have only obſerved all this while, how 
this man of Renown hath acted his part in ſeveral changes on this uncon- 
ſtant Hypocritical World ; and that firſt, in reſpect of himſelf; and 
then with relation towards his Neighbours, of all Ranks and Qualities: 
We come now to ſurvey the more Heavenly part of his Life, to the very 
point of his Deceaſe : Thus from the ſecond Table of the Law promul- 
ged by Moſes, and confirmed ſince by Chriſt himſelt; we go backwards 
in order to the firſt; from his Converſation with Men as to Civil mat- 
ters; We paſs on to the great buſineſs of Religion, with a ſpecial Re- 
ference to God. 

The whole ſum and f1bſtance of Religion, as is contained in the re- 
ceived Articles and Conſtitutions of our Church, is made up of three 
general parts ; namely Dottrine, Diſcipline, and Government. | The 
Firſt is the Formal object of our Chriſtian Faith or Judgm-nt ; the reſt 
gives us Rules tor practice in the external Alminiſtrations of our Church. 
The Daftrine is for the moſt part unchangeable ; and ſo far neceſſary 
to Salvation, that whoſoever pertinaciouſly maintains any thing evident- 
ly repugnant, or contrary thereunto, ſtands therefore guilty of a dam- 
nabie Hereſie. 

Concerning the Diſcipline, and Government of our Chucch-- Ic can- 
not be well remembred, without grief, and anguiſh of heart, what com- 
buſioins have heen rais?d,what havock hath been made upon that account, 
by a certzin gang of ſchiſmatical, faftious, ligh-minded men : whoſe 
Religson tended plainly to Rebellion : whole godlinets in. truth was no 
more hut intereſt and gain: whoſe faith ſo much cried up was only fana- 
tick humour and conceit : aid whoſe holy diſcipline allowed of Murder, 
fcriledg, and rapinc, for meritorious and very godly deeds. Theſe 
were the pious men, win brouzhe in the Covenant: aud the Directory 
from tne North: lice the wild Bozr, and ſubtile Fox, to devour the 
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Church, that Vine of Chriſt's own planting ; both Root and Branch- 
Their innovations both in Church and State (no better then Extirpa- 
tion ix ſelf) were brought on by the power of the Sword ; and impos'd in 
ſich unreaſonable Terms, as will force all good Chriſtians to renounce . 
their Conſciences, their King and even their God; orelſe to looſe their 
Fortunes, their Liberties and their Lives. In this heideous and amazing 
juncture of Aﬀairs; our conſcientious good Man, (as 1 have heard from 
his own mouth) boldly refuſed the Covenant in plain Field, at the head 
of Sr. Witiam Wallers Army: Thus like little Dev:4,our valiant Champion 
defied great Golieh of Gath in the face of the Philsfsnes ;, with undaunted 
courage and reſolution for the God of Iſrael. 


The Stars *cis very probable, were at that time very propitious, and 
fortunate in their Aſpects: for thrice happy was the day, when he re- 
ceiv?d like Saul, a light from Heaven for the Conviction of his Error, 
and acknowledgment of the Truth ; and heard a voice from Heaven 
roo, ſomething like to that; Saul,Saul,why perſecuteth thou we? Thereupon 
his illuminated Mind ſcattered thoſe cheating Milts, that were caſt before 
his tender Eyes,by the Juglers of thoſe times; and his underſtanding well 
informed who!y vanquiſht, nd put irreverfibly to flight all impeteovus and 
jayinal paſons;then he clearly diſcovered, how balely theLaws, Liberties, 
and Religion ic (elf had been deceitfully worn, as a Cloak of MaliciouC- 
neſs.and all kind of Wickedneſs and Vice,all manner of impieties appear- 
ing lixe the Prince of Darkneſs; under the form of Godliqeſs,and in the 
ſhape of an Angel of Light: He could plainly diltinguifh the Shrines 
from the Goddeſs Dsana that was there incloſed ; which our Silver- 
Smiths and Exctortioners, had fet up like thoſe of Epheſws; and would 
have to' be worſhipt as their God : their P:ofaneſs and Hypocriſies 
were noted with indignation juſt and reaſonable; for he beheld 
Gols Holy Temple avominably- prophaned into an Exchange; the Law 
tun'd a Pander to Sacriledge and Murder ; Liberty loudly voic®d up 
into Licentiouſneſs; Religion took up as a Trade or Occupation; 
and Gods Houſe of Prayer made a Den, a Refuge for Theives and 
Robbers. 

The farne G2d (whoſe Hand 1s not ſhortned , or Goodneſs abated ; 
that he canno:;, or will not ſave) pluckt him ar ficſt as a Fire>rand, out 
of thoſe devouring Flames, that have juſtly fallen upon their Heads; 
who prepared them firit of all for others : and the ſame infinite Good- 
neſs, and power have preſerr2d him ever {ince, what lis Majeſty, la- 
menting for ' 013 great tofs, afhrmed of his) a real, and true Convert. 
For in the [atter part of this Life even to Death; he was a true Son of 
the Church; and a ſubj:t vers dutiful to the Kin : for bata in Opini- 
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on and Practice, he trod in the ſtrait middle path ; which the Church of 
England hath in all Reſpects very judiciouſly preſcribed,neither inclining 
to the diſſenting SeCtaries upon this hand, nor to the Superſtitious Pa- 
piſts upon that : he could not ſee Chriſts beloved Spouſe overlaid with 
aneedleſs and unprofitable Dreſs ; that would exhauſt her vital Spirits 
with Excrementitious humours, nor {tript altegether Naked; that 
might expoſe her upon reproach & profanarion, to the danger of her life. 

His Behaviour in time of Divine ſervice , whether it were at Home 
or in the Church, was in all points conformable to the Rights and Cu- 
ſtoms that are eſtabliſht by the Laws; Humble, Devout and Piovs ; per- 
forming his part in all Oſfices with Reverence and Godly Fear ; with 
all poſſible Meekneſs and Humility ; both of Soul and Body. © 

His Judgment concerning the Church of England, as it is now Lepgal- 
ly ſettled. is fully delivered in his Laſt Will and Teſtament; wherein he 
proſeſſes the Do#ttrine to be pure and Canonical ; the Diſcipline, Decent, 
and Agreeable to the fame; And the Book of Common Prayer, he moſt 
heartily embraced,as the beft Form of publick Prayers,ever yet compoſed 
by Men , earneſtly deſiring that whereſoever he ſhould happen to be bu- 
ried; it might be done by that Book. I forbear any further mention of 
4 things ; being already prevented by the interpoſal cf another 
Hand. 
The Religious and very neceſſary Duties of Prayer and Supnlication, 
with Thanſgiving unto God, he molt carefully performed in all the 
Courſe of his Lite, to the very Moment of his Expiration ; when wich 
great ſubmiſſion, he reſigned up his Soul into Gods merciful Hand 
who gave itz, Bidding this World Adicu in thoſe comfortable words ; 
1 am well, Tammill: which words I believe he ſpoke 1n a joyous ant 
thankful remembrance of our Saviours Ex#: upon the Croſs; who 
cry*d there, It is finiſhed , then bewed his Head, and gave up th: Ghoſt. 

Beloved in the Lord,you heard now this melancoly and gloomy Chara- 
ter of a Perſon greatly good,and generally beloved ; a man after Gods 
own Heart; denying all vngodlineſs znd world!y Luſts; to lcd aGodly, 
Righteous 2rd ſober Life : A man that was Matter of himfeif, and a 
good friend of all belides: A Father to the FatheiI>66 ; an Husband to 
the Widdows: You have htor!! a doftripiion of a Primitive Chriſtian, 
even in our late Antichriſtian days ; one, Orthodox 1h his Faith; Re- 
eularand Conformable in his Pcactice - I have ſet before you thePorcra'- 
Eture of a Son; obedient 2nd ſubmiſſive to that ſpiritual Mother; the 
Church of Chrift here eſtaþbliſht : of a Subject Loyal to his Prince 5 and. 
above I] thinvgs, of a Servant very juſt and faithful, ſincere and conſtant 
with his God | 

And ſeeing that your deceaſed Friend, hath fo well fouzht the ar 
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fight ; ſo finiſht his courſe and kept the Faith; your Tears now ſhould be 
dried up with the Sunſhine of joy and gladneſs ; your Sighs and Groans 
be ſilenced with Hymns of praiſe and thankſgiving ; for you muſt needs 
know, that immoderate ſorrow for the Dead is ageinft your own Rex- 
ſon, becauſe it is in vain : *cas againſt the Faith and Hope which you 
profeſs in the Reſurreftion of the Dead : Nay further ; ?is againſt 
that very Love, which you think to manifeſt by ſuck unlikely means; 
for you ſeem to begrudg him that Felicity, which he partakes of with 
Chri't-in Glory : Laſtly, *cis againſt the Common Principles of Jultice 
alſo; becauſe, you ſeem deſirous, even to rob God himſelf of theſe 
things which are his. 

What then remains upon your part ? Bat that. you Religiouſly keep 
the Memory of this Juſt Man, your dear friend ; as a thing facred, 
and precious in your fight; That you make your own Heart become his 
Monument ; and your good life, his moſt legible and laſting Epitaph. 
That ye would embalm his Afhes with Practical Commemorations of his 
Vertues; and Enſhrine thoſe Reliques in the Temples of your Hearts ; 
not as Objects of your Adoration, but as Holy Charms and Exorciſms; 
for the caſting out of thoſe unclean Spirits, your Sins; and healing the 
diſeaſes of your Souls: What Remains ? But, that in the midſt of all 
the Winds © and Waves of this Troubleſome, yet fading World ; 
you take.the courſe of his life, as the compaſs to ſteer out your 
own , That ſo paſſing through the ſtreights of Repentance and ſelf de- 
nial, Faith and Obedience , we might arrive with him at the Land 
of Promiſe, that Heavenly Jeruſalem, where you ſhall be for ever 
Bleſſ*d in the Perpetual Reſt and Joy of your Souls ; through the 
Infinite Merits of Jeſus Chriff, the Righteous : To whom with the 
Father, and - the Bleſſed Spirit, be rendred and aſcribed all Honour , 
Praiſe and Glory, both now, and for evermore. Amer. 
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